Branches Out CIC: January 2022
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Risk Assessment Form
	Date: 
27th Jan 2022
	Assessed by: 

Kate Bowman-Openshaw

	Checked by: 

Harry
	Location:  


	Assessment ref no:

1
	Review date: 

1 year

	Site details:

Emergency Meeting Point:

Environmental factors/ time of year: Mid August - sunny but not very warm, cloud cover today. Following a particularly wet week. 



	Risk Assessment Key 

	Severity 
	Likelihood
	Risk Rating (Severity x Likelihood)

	5
	Very high – multiple deaths or serious injuries
	5
	Definite
	1-4
	Very low risk - no action required

	4
	High – death or serious injury or disability
	4
	Highly likely
	5-9
	Low risk - some appropriate management required

	3
	Moderate – RIDDOR required
	3
	Likely
	10-15
	Medium risk – management strategies in place

	2
	Minor injury - first aid required
	2
	Unlikely
	16-20
	Medium risk – management strategies and supervision required

	1
	No treatment needed
	1
	Extremely unlikely 
	21-25
	Very high risk - Immediate action needed, inappropriate risk


	Activity 
	Benefits of activity
	Hazard 
	Who might be harmed and how 
	Existing measures to control risk
	Severity
	Likelihood
	Risk rating

	Moving around the site


	Freeplay

Flora and fauna discovery

Physical activity

Exploration

Understanding risk

Special awareness

Creativity and imagination
	Objects falling from trees, sharp branches
	All participants – cuts bruises, grazes, breaks, impalements
	Conduct daily/weekly site survey to remove hazards and be aware of environment. Contact tree surgeons if necessary. 

Remove any dead and fragile branches from trees, remove any sharp eye level branches from areas. 

Cordon off hazardous areas if necessary. 

Cancel Forest School in extreme weather e.g. high winds or very heavy ran, and understand that these are particularly risky times for tree felling ( ensure you conduct a site survey following extreme weather. 
	3
	3
	9

	
	
	Tripping/slipping on tree roots, uneven or slippery ground, man made obstacles
	All participants - slips or falls causing bumps, scrapes or breaks
	Remove accessible trip hazards, or redirect paths if not

Encourage participants to leave no trace by refilling holes if they are dug

Cordon off unmanageable risks

Educate participants to be careful, make them aware of the risks

Have activity spaces on softer ground with minimal hazards 
	3
	3
	9

	
	
	Injury from objects e.g. litter or glass
	All participants
	Complete daily site check and dispose of any hazards in an appropriate way using PPE
	2
	2
	4

	
	
	Flora and fauna
	All participants – Bites/stings/poisoning
	Cover up with appropriate clothing

Site survey to monitor nests of dangerous species (e.g. wasps, poisonous plants). Cordon off areas, organise removal using pest control services if required. Educate and inform participants so they can recognise dangers and understand risks. 

Apply fresh water to bites to reduce inflammation and pain

Promote awareness and understanding of ticks within participants and their families. 

Employ ‘no lick no pick’ policy. 

Encourage participants to not touch but inform leaders if faeces/dead animals are found within the site. Clear up any hazardous bodies immediately and dispose of them efficiently. Cordon off area until risk of infection or contamination is completely gone.

If animals (tame or wild) are spotted, educate participants to observe but not touch, and to communicate this to leaders who can discuss with participants what to do next.
	2
	3
	6

	
	
	Anaphylaxis from poisonous insects or plants
	All participants
	Collect medical information for each child and have this to hand, along with any EpiPen’s or other emergency medication. Follow the accident and emergency procedure if accidents occur and treatment is needed.
	4
	2
	8

	
	
	Unfamiliar humans
	All participants – mentally, physically, emotionally
	Ensure participants understand the barriers of the site and do not leave them

Ask participants to alert leaders to any unfamiliar faces

Ensure unfamiliar people do not tamper with any tools, equipment, fires or structures, and ask them to take any litter home with them

Do not touch their animals e.g. dogs.

Ensure positive communication is maintained with any new people or any stakeholders such as site owners
	2
	3
	6

	Carving or whittling (tool use)


	Exposure to risk

Self esteem

Confidence

Physical development – motor skills
	Sharp blade edges on tools


	All participants – cuts or scratches
	Site checks, creating checklists for tools

Sharpening tools so they are fit for purpose

Give demonstration, discuss expectations, teach how to use safely. Use blood bubbles.

Continued supervision

Ratios to be determined by staff member

Safe storage and management overnight
	3
	3
	9

	Climbing trees


	Physical development – motor skills

Understanding risk

Resilience

Determination
	Falling out of trees
	All participants – cuts, bruises, grazes, breaks, impalements
	Explain and demonstrate good climbing technique (3 points of contact, spotting climbers)

Explain height restrictions with climbing and the reasons behind this. If necessary, make this visually clear on the trees using ribbons or labels. 

Show participants how to ensure that climbing branches are alive, healthy and weight bearing. Watch out for rotting wood or fungus!
	4
	3
	12

	
	
	Injury from branches falling
	All participants – cuts, bruises, head injury
	Clear landing zones and educate participants on how to do this for themselves


	3
	2
	6

	
	
	Minor injury
	All participants – scrapes or splinters
	Tweezers in first aid kit
	1
	3
	3

	Hammock use
	Physical development

Emotional wellbeing

Exploration
	Injury from falling
	All participants – cuts, bruises, grazes, breaks
	Hammocks are placed at a low height using appropriate knots to avoid a large fall. Participants should check the hammock and report back any insecurities to be fixed. 
	1
	2
	2

	Fire


	Cooking

Understanding risk

Heat

Motor skill development
	Flames, hot wood, ashes 


	All participants – burns or scalds
	Educate participants on risks

Provide explanation and demonstrations of fire lighting, and employ close supervision when near fires

Build visual barriers and discuss guidelines or rules when near the fire e.g. no running. 

Use PPE such as gloves when handing hot objects when cooking

Tie long hair back and remove or fasten any loose clothing such as hoodie strings
	4
	2
	8

	
	
	Smoke
	All participants – Irritation of eyes, smoke inhalation
	Use dry wood to avoid smoke where possible

Encourage children to move away calmly if smoke is irritating them e.g. no running. 

Do not spend time around fires with infants or participants with more sensitive lungs
	1
	4
	4

	
	
	Kelly kettle
	All participants – burns or scalds
	Ensure supervision around the Kelly kettle, only use the kettle one at a time and do not place the cork in the kettle when boiling. 
	2
	2
	4

	Building structures


	Physical development – motor skills

Building shelter and structures

Teamwork

Communication
	Rope use
	All participants – rope burn, strangulation, trips


	Remove trip hazards unless required for structure

Use rope that is visible within forest environment

Explain and demonstrate safe use of ropes

Use low ratios if risk of injury is high

Encourage communication between group members
	3
	1
	3

	Weather


	All Forest School benefits
	Hot temperatures
	All participants – sunburn, heatstroke, dehydration
	Wear appropriate clothing (e.g. sunhat), apply suncream regularly, stay hydrated with fresh drinking water available. 
	2
	3
	6

	
	
	Cold temperatures
	Hypothermia
	Wear appropriate clothing (e.g. lots of layers, hats and gloves, thick boots and socks), keep moving to keep body temperature up. Monitor children for signs of hypothermia and act quickly. Spare clothes available if needed. 
	2
	2
	4

	
	
	High winds
	Injury from falling trees and branches
	Daily site check to monitor loose trees or branches. If weather forecast has wind gusts of over 40mph, consider cancelling the session dependant on the site and the age/strength of trees. 
	4
	2
	8


	Action plan 

	Ref No
	Further action required
	Action by whom
	Action by when
	Done

	1
	Visualise site barriers e.g. use ribbons
	Kate
	1st July
	

	2
	Create physical barrier around fire pit e.g. using rocks
	Kate
	1st July
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